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n Q Priority 
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vn □ 
vni I I 



Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 

05 November 2003 (05.11.2003) 


Date of completion of this report 

14 May 2004 (14.05.2004) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



INTERNATIONAL 



ARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



tional application No. 

PCT/JP2003/009572 



I. Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 
pages __ 
pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



| | the sequence listing part of the description: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



. , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 .1(b)). 
I 1 the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3 (b)). 

I | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I 1 contained in the international application in written form. 

I | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

j_J furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

[ | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I 1 the description, pages . 

I | the claims, Nos. 

I 1 the drawings, sheets/fig 



| I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
and 70 J 7). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-19 



1-19 



1-19 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 
Document 1 : 

Document 2 : 

Document 3 : 

Document 4 : 

Document 5 



JP 4-312462 A (Pilkington Visioncare 
Holdings, Inc.), 04 November 1992 
JP 50-153325 A (Kyokoku Gomu Kogyo Kabushiki 
Kaisha) , 10 December 1975 

JP 2001-206454 A (Kabushiki Kaisha Shinsozai 
Sogo Kenkyusho) , 31 July 2 001 
JP 2002-80055 A (Nihon Tenganyaku Co., 
Ltd. ) , 19 March 2002 

Microfilm of the specification and drawings 
annexed to the request of Japanese Utility 
Model Application No. 182393/1987 (Laid-open 
No. 87739/1989), (Shizue SUMIDA) , 09 June 
1989 



The inventions that are set forth in claims 1-10 and 
17 do not involve an inventive step in the light of 
document 1 cited in the international search report. The 
invention that is disclosed in document 1 has a 
configuration wherein the air ventilation filter is not 
subjected to a liquid pressure when the valve body is 
deformed. However, document 1 indicates that it is 
acceptable for the liquid to come into contact with the 
air ventilation filter; therefore, it is possible to 
configure the invention with such a configuration. When 
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employing such a configuration, with consideration of the 
function of this structure, it would be obvious to a 
person skilled in the art to configure so that the valve 
body is deformed by a liquid pressure which is lower than 
the pressure that is applied to the air ventilation filter 
by the passage of the liquid, and so that the liquid is 
not emitted from the discharge port and/or the flow 
passage under the pressure that is applied to the air 
ventilation filter by the passage of air from the outside. 

The invention that is set forth in claims 11-13 does 
not involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1 
and 2 cited in the international search report. Document 2 
discloses the feature of providing a rod-shaped valve 
body- supporting part and configuring the valve body so 
that the thin part thereof comes into contact with the 
outer periphery of the valve body- supporting part in order 
to close the discharge port when there is no liquid 
pressure applied from the upstream side, and so that the 
thin part thereof deforms and elongates in order to open 
the discharge port when there is a liquid pressure applied 
from the upstream side. Furthermore, it would be obvious 
to a person skilled in the art to apply such a feature in 
the invention that is disclosed in document 1. 

.The invention that is set forth in claims 14 and 15 
does not involve an inventive step in the light of 
documents 1, 2 and 3 cited in the international search 
report. Document 3 discloses the feature of providing an 
ant i -bacterial material in the discharge member. 
Therefore, it would be obvious to a person skilled in the 
art to apply such a feature to the valve body or the 
discharge port. 

The invention that is set forth in claim 16 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1-3 
and 4 cited in the international search report. Document 4 
discloses the feature of providing an air ventilation 
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filter on the side upstream from the discharge port, and 
it would be obvious to a person skilled in the art to 
employ such a feature. In addition, the feature of 
disposing the air ventilation filter at a position that is 
upstream from the open and closed positions of the valve 
body is merely a design matter. 

The invention that is set forth in claims 18 and 19 
does not involve an inventive step in the light of 
documents 1-4 and 5 cited in the international search 
report . Document 5 discloses an internal plug that comes 
into contact with the inner walls of the flow passage 
within the discharge member in order to seal the flow 
passage when the container is not being used, and it would 
be obvious to a person skilled in the art to employ such a 
feature . 
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